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Introduction 


The sari is one of the most primitive styles of unstitched garment used since Indus Valley Civilization, being a 
precursor for the patterns created even today. Over the millennia, it has become aesthetic wear for women and a 
canvas for weavers and printers to make artistic patterns, prints, and jeweled embellishments. According to leg- 
ends, both the cotton fiber and the art of weaving reached India from the Mesopotamian civilization. Hence the 
civilians from the contemporary Indus Valley Civilization were familiar with the fibers and wore long loincloths. 
Many other civilizations also found women wearing these loin cloths around their waist, leaving the upper body 
bare, except in cold climates when animal skins or woolen shawls were used. Their style of draping was general- 
ly in Kachcha style, in which after the cloth goes around the waist, the person takes one end of the cloth or the 
center pleat between the legs and tucks it up behind for free movement of the lower body and the legs. Early 
history records that this style of clothing was not only limited to Mesopotamia or the Indus Valley but was com- 
mon to Egypt, Sumer, and Assyria. Archives underline the role of Aryans too, who, after moving southwards from 
north India, adopted the practice of wearing cotton cloths, structurally similar to the Indus Valley clothing style. 
These rich influences also moved medieval India; hence the royal families preferred the most delicate fabrics 
that induce their splendor into the work. Thus the works of the master weavers were greatly looked upon by the 
craftsmen of coming ages, for their detailing and metal embellishments. Therefore Indian textile art is still held 
high in the annals of trade around the world. 


The Karvat Kathi sarees and fabrics curated in Maharashtra originated in the Vidarbha region of the state, which 
is now an indispensable part of their culture and livelihood. This unique style is auspicious wear for various 
religious occasions like marriage, Diwali, baby shower celebration, etc. Tassar cocoon is a type of silk widely used 
in the making of Karvat Kathi saree. The silk cultivated exclusively in the areas of Bhandara is highly regarded 

for its quality and colour, attained mainly due to the resources and climate conditions of the region. The Tassar 
Karvat Kathi Saree is woven with three shuttles weaving, where the border is woven with cotton yarn, and the 
body with pure Tussar hand reeled silk. The temple designs throughout the borders produced in various sizes are 
what make this style stand out from other weaving styles. Under the instructions of Mr. Y. K. Suryavanshi, Deputy 
Director at Nagpur-based Weavers Service Center, senior artisans like Mr. Pasan Shetty, Mr. Gajanan Dhekate, and 
many others employed at the center create this aesthetically upfront piece of art. They supply their produce to 
various state-owned handloom showrooms like Indrayani, a center run by the Government of Maharashtra. 
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A certificate with complete details on the handloom for A certificate with complete details on the handloom for 
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https://dsource.in I arvat-kathi-saree Mr. Pasan Shetty, a traditional weaver and a senior Mr. Y. K. Suryavanshi, the Deputy Director of the 
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The workspace of the handloom weavers at the The building of the Ministry of Textile in Bunkar Seva 
Ministry of Textile at Bunkar Seva Kendra. Kendra. 
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Mr. Gajanan Govinda Dekate, the one who works on 


eaving-nagpur-maharashtra/introduction Karvat Kathi saree from 40 years at the Mohadi village, 
Nagpur. 
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Mr. Burj Sitharam Dharmik, who works on Tassar Karvat The workspace of the pitloom weavers at Mohadi 
saree from 15 years. village. 
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Karvat Kathi Saree Weaving 

Nagpu r, Ma ha rashtra The following are the tools and raw materials used for karvat kathi Saree weaving: 
’ 

Saw-edged Saree 


b * Cotton and Silk Yarns: These are basic raw materials used in the making of fabric. 
y 


Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. * Loom: It is a machine used for converting threads into fabric. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 
Shuttle: It is the one, which carries the weft thread across the loom during the weaving process. 


* Warping Machine: It is used to arrange threads for weaving and to decide the length of the cloth. 
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¢ Spinning Machine: It is used to wind threads on bobbins. 
* Bobbins: It holds the thread necessary for the weaving process. 


: ¢ Charka: It is used to convert hank into thread form. 
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process. a 
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Cotton thread yarn arranged for warping to design Bobbins are stored in large numbers after spinning. 


borders to the saree. 
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Bobbin thread filament for spinning and weaving A bamboo spool is used to wind the yarn into silk 
process. bundles. 
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The traditional spinning wheel is used for spinning the Multiple number of bobbin holders for the bigger 
yarn with a spindle run by a wheel. spinning wheel. 
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A larger size spinning wheel is used to spin multicolour The jacquard machine is used to switch punch cards on 
threads together. 


Treadle spacers used to shift the threads aligned inthe The shuttle is used for interlacement of the weft with 
loom after warping. the warp threads to form a cloth. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 
Karvat Kathi Saree Weaving 
- Nagpur, Maharashtra 


Saw-edged Saree 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 


2a. Handloom 


ZA 


Reed used to maintain the position of the warp threads The handloom machine is used for weaving the saree. 
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and guide to the shuttle that passes from one end of 
the loom to the other. 
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Silk thread yarn is used for warping and wefting. Bobbin used in pitloom. 
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Bobbin thread filament is used for spinning and The Jacquard machine used to switch punch cards ona 
weaving purposes. handloom, to change the designs. 
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Pitloom used for weaving the karvat Kathi saree. 


A Wax ball is used to soften the border of the saree. 
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Design Resource : ; Making Process 

Karvat Kathi Saree Weaving 

= Nagpu r, Ma ha rashtra The making of Karvat Kathi saree starts with a pre-weaving process, in which as an initial step, a collection of 
9 


reeled fibers are treated on a charka to form yarns. Once done, these yarns are rolled onto a pirn, which is used as 
the weft yarn for weaving the sarees. Here three separate pirns are prepared, two prins carrying silk threads for 
by the side borders and one with the dyed cotton yarn for the body portion. They are then set to a warping machine, 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. a cylindrical metal frame that revolves vertically on a thread roll rack. The warp length is fixed as per the product 
NID Campus, Bengaluru in making, but generally, a 40-meter warp is prepared by rotating the drum upon a machine axis. The creel on the 
warping machine is fitted with a bobbin wound with the pre-processed yarns, from where the threads are passed 
through the condensing dent that heads towards the weaver’s beam. After warping, the beam is set on the loom, 
and the warp beam yarns are joined to the left-out threads of the last weave. 


Saw-edged Saree 
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Nowadays, frame types of looms are mostly preferred over the traditional pit loom to weave the Karvat Kathi 
saree. This new technology bestowed with metal frames is comparatively lightweight and craftsman friendly 

in the areas of working comfort and body movements. In this type of three shuttle weaving, the Karvat pattern 
developed from the borders is a kind obtained by interlocking the border weft yarns with body weft yarns. This 
is a result of an artisan’s years of practice and skills. Once the borders and the body are weaved over the loom, 


1. Introduction the artisan will take to adorn the pallu part with manual designing. The unique characteristic of the Karvat Kathi 
2. Tools and Raw Materials style is that it holds specifications and descriptions for every part of the design from the code on colour combi- 
3. Making Process nations to the size and shape of each pattern incorporated. The range of local nomenclature of different designs 


is Rui Phool, Karan Phool, Dholkar Kinar Jai Phool, Wet Phool, Ambapatti, etc. 
3a. Handloom 


3b. Pitloom 
4. Products 
5. Video 
6. Contact Details 
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Artisan is spinning the silk yarn with a bamboo spool. 


Artisan is joining the cotton thread to form a yarn. The spinning wheel peddles rotated rapidly to form 


yarn from a thread. 
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A bobbin thread filament is connected to the bobbin The multicolour threads being aligned through the 
holder. reeds to establish appropriate positioning. 
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3a. Handloom 


Artisan removing the thread from the bobbin and Through the reeds, the fineness of the cloth is 
picking a string from the warped thread. determined after warping the silk. 
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Artisan changing the pattern by shifting the punch Artisan checking the exact measurements at the corner 
cards from the Jacquard machine. of the saree. 
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A wooden holder is used to pick the intended thread A shuttle that travels along with the wooden sley from 
strings while weaving the selected design. one end of the loom to the other and passes through 


the top and bottom layers of the warp sheet. 
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eaving-nagpur-maharashtra/making-proce: thread alignment. by shuttering and it is made to follow the same 
handloon procedure repeatedly until they achieve the required 
designs. 


3a. Handloom 


A look of Karvat Kathi traditional weaving adorned with The final look of a Karvat Kathi saree weaved perfectly 
a temple border. in the traditional style. 
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Artisan preparing warped loom for wefting the saree. Wee holders being pune a the corner of the wanped 
silk for a strong and sturdy hold. 
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Artisan making gaps between the border of the warped The shuttles are passed from one end to the other end 
threads. of the loom through the borders of the warped sheet. 
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Shaft frame holding warp threads move upside down to 


Artisan changing the pattern by shifting the punch Artisan measuring the corners of the border with a 
cards from the Jacquard machine. wooden measurement tool. 
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Again shuttle being inserted from one corner to 
another for the next line of design. 


Artisan covering the shaft frame to complete another 
line on the warp sheet. 


ball. kathi saree. 
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Gaugedcad capes and fine detailings. Here the saree dimensions are usually 5.5mtrs length versus 1.25mtrs width. Though the price 
v g of the products starts from INR 4000, occasionally they defer as per the detailing and designs were given to the 

sarees. 
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The exquisite look of the front and backside part of the Karvat Kathi saree. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. at NID, Bengaluru. 
You can get in touch with him at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 
You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Mr. Pasan Shetty (Senior Artisan) 
Y. Ksuryavanshi 

Weavers Service Centre 

Ist Floor, N. S. Building Civil Lines 
Nagpur - 44001 

India 

Phone: 0712-25260176 

Mobile: 9443918454 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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